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********Elections; Big and Small********
As Barack Hussain Obama said to John McCain, “Elections have consequences”.  This newsletter is a mixture of good voting decisions, bad voting decisions and voting decisions yet to come.  It is impossible to make 100% of the people happy 100% of the time but we can try to choose individuals with our same values and morals.  People who will keep their word and therefore earn our trust. Whether it is the President of the United States of America or someone running for a board position in an HOA community, do your research and vote for the most qualified. It’s not always the person who is the loudest or the one with the most advertising.  Finally, if it walks like a duck and quacks like a duck, it is most likely a duck with duck ideology.
NATIONAL Topics:
President Trump is Like the Energizer Bunny Getting Things Done for America:  
· Making America Safe Again – US Military destroyed a boat operated by Tren de Aragua that was carrying drugs destined for America.
· Beautifying Washington DC and The White House – classical architecture as the "preferred and default” 
· Deploying National Guard to keep DC safe
· Removing graffiti 
· A new 90,000 square foot ball room in the East Wing of the White House
· Elimination of Cashless Bail
· Fair banking for all Americans with no prejudice for Republicans or others
· Federal Grant Oversight – no special privileges for select groups
· Multibillion dollar investment by companies in USA; Eli Lilly, Vantage Data Centers, and Hyundai
· Tariffs – extension of suspension to China and additional to India
· Pharmaceutical supply chain - executive order created the Strategic Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients Reserve to strengthen the domestic pharmaceutical supply chain. 
· 
FLORIDA Topics:  
Florida Hopes to Eliminate all Vaccine Mandates:  Joseph Ladapo, the Surgeon General of Florida hopes to eliminate all vaccine mandates, including those for schools.  He believes it should be left to the individual and their doctor to determine if a vaccine is necessary rather than the government.
Governor DeSantis is Proposing to Eliminate or Substantially Lower Property Taxes:  According to Governor DeSantis, "What happened is that someone that bought a house for $300,000 10 years ago is now being told their house is worth $750,000. That's an unrealized gain; you haven't sold your house for that much. But somehow your property tax bill is going up," "These local governments…their budgets go up 60 percent. You ask yourself, why? Because people buy homes, it's a gusher of revenue going into the coffers. Rather than return that money to the taxpayers, they spend it!" "What I think taxpayers want from local governments is—we want education, 100 percent. We want law enforcement, fire and other first respondents. 100 percent. But we don't need some of this stuff that's been spent money on," DeSantis said.
ST. JOHNS COUNTY Topics:
Gaslighting:  We are all too familiar with it, but not usually from our own side!  Commissioner Murphy is trying to make us believe that there has been no new development in SJC in three years.  What about the 297 town homes he just recently approved?  Not only did Commissioner Murphy approve this development, he also approved increasing the number of units per acre.  It used to be 13 units and now it is 16 units. What about the other 10 developments that have been approved in the last three years?  I hope everyone is paying attention.
Inappropriate Books in our Schools:  If you are concerned about the sexual content as well as profanity in the books available to our public-school children, you may be interested in being on the District Library Material Objection Committee.  You must either be a parent or a community member to be eligible and you must fill out an interest form by September 11th.  Let’s get some conservative members on this committee to offset the liberalism that is creeping in. Use this link to sign up:  https://tinyurl.com/36msp2b4
Nights of Lights:  St. Augustine is ranked 21st among the best Christmas lights in the COUNTRY.  People come for all around to see the Night of Lights.  In a 3:2 decision by the leaders of St. Augustine, the Night of Lights Festival was shortened by 8 days.  The main reason is the congestion it brings to the area.  So now there will be just as many people trying to get a glimpse of the Night of Lights but in 8 less days.  It seems to me this will just make the congestion worse and the revenue that would have been gained by those extra nights is passed up.  Commissioner Ann Taylor is asking the leaders of St. Augustine to revisit this decision.  By the way, the SJC BOCC approved an additional $200,000 for this year’s Night of Lights.
Who Runs St. Johns County, the BOCC or Developers:  In 2024, the Board of County Commissioners voted to fund future park projects worth $97 million with long term debt by impact fees.  This has created an infinite cycle of the BOCC approving development so the impact fees from that development can pay for the long-term debt. There are definite conflicts of interest here at the least and potentially corruption.   Listen to this disastrous mess here:  https://youtu.be/msLITFmhwVU 
Impact Fees Vote Rescheduled to Next BOCC Meeting:  The vote to increase impact fees has been postposed until the next meeting. Remember approximately 40,000 homes have been approved but not built. The current impact fee for an average sized home is $7500, so even if only half (20,000) are built it will raise $150 million. This is a lot of money but its spread out over time, and I understand it is not enough to cover all the needed increased infrastructure and other impacts.  New growth needs to pay for itself, and it is not, so that’s why we should support increasing the impact fee per house.  If you would like the Board of County Commissioners to hear your opinion, you can email them at these addresses:
bcc1cwhitehurst@sjcfl.us
bcc2sarnold@sjcfl.us
bcc3cmurphy@sjcfl.us
bcc4kjoseph@sjcfl.us
bcc5ataylor@sjcfl.us
Misrepresentation of St Johns County GOP:  You may recall during the 2024 local election, some fraudulent mailers went out purporting to be from the St. Johns County GOP with endorsements.  The candidates on the fraudulent mailers were NOT endorsed by the SJC GOP and many believe this had a detrimental impact on the election results.  Well, it looks like shenanigans are happening again.  Apparently, a group known as the North Florida Patriots is sending out emails and making social media posts as though they were the SJC GOP.  Please note that any email from saintjohnsgop@gmail.com is not the SJC GOP.  The correct address for this local chapter of the GOP is stjohnsgop@gmail.com  It is so sad that we have such diabolic people trying to interfere with the local GOP.
Minnesota School Shooting is Close to Home:  The shooting in Minnesota that took the lives of two precious young children has a link to us locally.  The grandparents of 10-year-old Harper Moyski live right here in Nocatee.  Whatever your thoughts are regarding gun control, there seems to be a definitive link between mental illness and gun violence.  I am hopeful more can be done to protect innocent children who are attending school as well as help for the mentally ill.

Next Meeting:
Our next meeting will be on September 15th and our guest will be the St. Johns County Clerk of the Courts and Comptroller, Brandon Patty.  If you would like to attend, please RSVP here:  https://evite.me/VXYbBSV4vh
Upcoming Events:
1. St. Johns County Conservatives Meeting:  
a. Monday, September 15, Guest will be County Comptroller Brandon Patty
b. Monday, October 20th, Kim Kendall our Florida State Representative
2. The Republican Executive Committee (REC):  Wednesday, October 1, 2025 from 6:30 – 8:30.  Hampton Inn St. Augustine, 1302 N Ponce de Leon Drive, St. Augustine, FL 32084
3. District 4 Meeting:  Third Thursday of the month at 6:15 p.m.  Location:  Palm Valley Community Center. 148 Canal Blvd. Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
4. Board of County Commissioners Meetings:  The St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners meets the first and third Tuesday of each month beginning at 9:00 am in the County Auditorium, located at 500 San Sebastian View in St. Augustine.
5. St. Johns County School Board Meetings: https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/meeting-notices/ 
6. St Johns County Republican Executive Committee: First Wednesday of the month.  www.Stjohns.gop    

Check out our updated website:  www.stjohnscountyconservatives.org
(Still a work in process)
Follow and participate in discussions on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnscountyconservatives

The Next St. Johns County Conservatives Meeting:

September 15, 2025
351 Town Plaza Avenue
Suite 205
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081 



