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********We are Growing********
Our club continues to grow from our initial miniscule group of less than 10 to now approaching 500 members! Thank you to all who mention our club to co-workers, friends, relatives and neighbors. Strength in numbers is of critical importance as we make our voices heard to preserve the quality of life we enjoy here. We must prepare for the 2026 elections. It is time to be thinking of replacements for our county commissioner, Sarah Arnold. She has been no friend to the constituents of St. Johns County.  Granted, she did attend the protest for the land grab of Guana Wildlife Management area, but this may have been just a nice photo opportunity for her 2026 election campaign.  If you know of anyone in district 2 with conservative values who would be interested in running against Commissioner Arnold, please have them contact us.  
On a separate note, Happy Fourth of July to all.  

NATIONAL Topics:
I’m sure you’re all aware of the phenomenal week President Trump had last week.  These were some of the accomplishments:
· June 22, the United States Air Force and Navy attacked and largely destroyed three Iranian nuclear facilities: Fordow, Natanz, and Isfahan, in operation Midnight Hammer.
· NATO allies agreed to increase defense spending to 5% of their GDPs.
· Supreme Court ruled to limit Federal Judges’ jurisdiction.
· Gaza Ceasefire:  Israel has agreed to a 60-day ceasefire and Hamas has been urged to accept the deal. 
· Ceasefire between Israel and Iran began.
· Tariff deal was reached with Vietnam.
· Canada removed the digital tax and returned to trade talks.
· Peace deal between Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo ended decades of fighting.
· Nestle and other companies implemented MAHA practices. 
· The Big Beautiful Bill is still processing through the houses of congress.  Currently it’s in the House of Representatives where it will be decided if the bill will be voted on as is or if amendments will be made and the bill will go back to the Senate. The sooner the bill gets passed, the sooner the Trump agenda can begin implementation.  We need strong economic numbers and demonstrable progress by November 2026 in order to keep the House and Senate. It is critical to get the bill passed for a number of reasons:
· Avoid the largest tax hike in history
· Golden Dome
· Secure border
· No tax on tips, overtime and deduct $10K in interest from US made car loans 
· Work requirements for able bodied Medicaid and SNAP (food stamp) recipients 
· Roll back tax credits for clean vehicles and electricity
· Funding for Space Program
· New excise tax on investment income from endowments for colleges with more than 3,000 students
· Cut off Medicaid funding for entities that provide abortions (except in rare cases like rape and incest)
· Paramount/CBS were forced to pay $16 million and change editorial policy in settlement with President Trump.  Lawsuit was the result of Paramount/CBS editing an interview with Kamala Harris in such a way as to create a less unfavorable impression.   
· Alligator Alcatraz:  a detention center in the great state of Florida to house criminal illegal immigrants 
Meanwhile, in NYC there is a strong possibility the next mayor will be a communist.  Zohran Mamdani just won the democrat primary.  To make matters worse, there will be two people running on the Independent line; Mayor Eric Adams and former Governor Andrew Cuomo. It seems that Cuomo’s ego keeps him from dropping out.  Additionally, there will be a Republican running, Curtis Sliwa.  With all of these candidates in the race, the non-communist vote is likely to be split, three ways, enabling a Mamdani win.  Do the NYC voters care that he advocates for government-run grocery stores, and that he wants to raise the minimum wage to $30/hour?  

FLORIDA Topics:  
The good news is, Governor DeSantis is helping President Trump achieve his agenda by offering a detention site for criminal illegal immigrants:  Alligator Alcatraz.
The bad news is, Governor DeSantis signed SB 180 into law.  This law prohibits a comprehensive act related to emergencies, includes restrictions on county or municipal regulations after certain natural emergencies. In particular, SB 180 provides that each county listed in the Federal Disaster Declaration for Hurricane Debby (DR-4806), Hurricane Helene (DR1323 4828), or Hurricane Milton (DR-4834), and each municipality within one of those counties, may not propose or adopt:
· any moratorium on construction, reconstruction, or redevelopment of any property damaged by such hurricanes;
· more restrictive or burdensome amendments to its comprehensive plan or land development regulations; or
· more restrictive or burdensome procedures concerning review, approval, or issuance of a site plan, development permit, or development order.
These areas of St. Johns County are impacted by this bill:
· Hastings 
· Marineland 
· St. Augustine Beach 
· St. Augustine
This is one more favorable ruling for the developers and a setback for all for residents.

ST. JOHNS COUNTY Topics:
At the last Board of County Commissioners Meeting on June 17th, one of the items on the agenda was the Tree Ordinance.  It seems to me that some of the commissioners are trying to conflate personal property rights with developer rights.  Have you seen the clear cutting that goes on in this county?  Of course, it is much cheaper for a developer to come in and cut down all the trees instead of trying to work around some of the larger specimens.  Let’s not even bring up the topic of burning all the trees they’ve cut down.  Here is a link to the last BOCC meeting.  It is on GovTV, so you can see exactly what was said and which commissioners voted which way.  https://stjohnsclerk.com/board-records/agendas/  I think it is becoming more and more clear which commissioners we can count on to keep their campaign promises.
Inform newcomers to Florida of the need to register as a REPUBLICAN not as an independent.  Many people who move here from other states are not aware of the importance of registering as a Republican.  Florida is a closed primary state and as such a voter is only allowed to vote for the candidates of the party they have registered as.  In St. Johns County, our elections are DECIDED in the primary.  Therefore, it is crucial to register as a REPUBLICAN so you can have an impact on who wins the primary.  We currently have two strong conservative women fighting for us, but it is crucial that we replace Sarah Arnold in the next primary.  Another important fact to mention to newcomers is that voters in St. Johns County vote for ALL commissioners, regardless of the district they are in.  For example, voters in District 4 will be voting on the commissioner who is running in District 2. 
Join social media groups to get the word out regarding our commissioners.  We have a Facebook group and a Nextdoor group.  There are also many other like minded conservative social media groups you can join.  It is important to make people aware of the issues that are facing St. Johns County and how important it is to vote in the RIGHT candidates.

Next Meeting:
Our next meeting will be on July 21 and our guests will be Florida State Representatives Kim Kendall from our District 18 and Florida State Representative Douglas Bankson.  Here is a link to the Evite.  Please RSVP if you would like to attend:  https://evite.me/1dEfy1nGwh
Upcoming Events:
1. St. Johns County Conservatives Meeting:  
a. Monday, July 21.  Guests will be Representatives Kim Kendall and Douglas Bankson 
b. Monday, August 18.  Guest will be the North Florida Land Trust
c. Monday, September 15, Guest will be County Comptroller Brandon Patty
2. District 4 Meeting:  Third Thursday of the month at 6:15 p.m.  Location:  Palm Valley Community Center. 148 Canal Blvd. Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
3. Board of County Commissioners Meetings:  July 22 at 5:00 pm in the County Auditorium, 500 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine, FL.  
4. St. Johns County School Board Meetings: https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/meeting-notices/ 
5. St Johns County Republican Executive Committee: First Wednesday of the month.  www.Stjohns.gop    

Check out our updated website:  www.stjohnscountyconservatives.org
(Still a work in process)
Follow and participate in discussions on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnscountyconservatives

The Next St. Johns County Conservatives Meeting:

July 21, 2025
351 Town Plaza Avenue
Suite 205
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081 



