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********Keeping Our Party Strong********
Have you noticed the forces that are trying to pull our party apart?  We have it at the national level, the state level and we have it at the county level with developer backed commissioners vs smart growth commissioners.  What does our party really stand for these days?  Are we still the party of individual liberty, limited government, free-market capitalism, low taxation and conservative social values?  The mid-term elections will soon be upon us and we will have some very hard choices to make. Let’s all stay informed and push for the candidates that most closely represent our core conservative values.

NATIONAL Topics:
· Government Shutdown:  
The shut down is finally over with many republicans taking a victory lap.  However, we need to be vigilant regarding the narrative.  Soon the subsidies will expire for Obamacare and premiums will go up.  I can see it now…the democrats will blame this on the republicans even though it was the democrats who created the healthcare system and agreed to the subsidies ending at the end of 2025.  The democrats control the media so it is very important for republicans to get their facts straight from the beginning.  Right now, Obamacare guarantees payment to insurance companies no matter how high they set premiums. Republicans are proposing giving financial support directly to individuals so insurance companies must compete for customers and not rely on guaranteed government revenue. This doesn’t eliminate healthcare support – it changes who holds the leverage.  Do you support corporate-guaranteed revenue or consumer power?
· Epstein Files:
Both the Senate and the House have voted to have the Justice Department release the Epstein Files.  It will now go to President Trump’s desk for his signature.  Already the democrats are trying to put their spin on it.  Even though the democrats had control of the House, Senate and White House for two years, they did nothing to push for the release of the files.  Now, though, they are questioning whether the public will get the full version or an edited version.  Spin, spin, spin.
· Ice Deportations: 
According to Department of Homeland Security, deportations by ICE under the second Trump administration stand at around 380,000.  The majority of American citizens wanted a crack down on illegal immigration and yet we see demonstrations in major cities across the country.  Where were these people when Obama deported 3 MILLION	 ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS?  
FLORIDA Topics: 
· State of Florida and ICE Arrest 230 Illegal Immigrant Criminals: 
During a 10-day operation ICE and FDLE arrested 230 criminal illegal aliens who are registered sex offenders and have egregious criminal histories. These crimes include sexual assault, sexual battery, lewd and lascivious molestation of children, possession of narcotics, possession of marijuana, possession of a controlled substance, burglary, attempted premeditated murder with a deadly weapon and aggravated battery.
· Operation Home for the Holidays:
Florida officials rescue 122 missing children ranging in age from 2-17.  Officials say many of them have been victimized in unspeakable ways. Close to two dozen were found in Jacksonville.  Six arrests resulted from the operation.


ST. JOHNS COUNTY Topics:
· Huge Blowup at BOCC Meeting on November 18, 2025:
What was supposed to be a meeting on leadership transition turned into a huge blowup between the commissioners.  Commissioner Clay Murphy never ceases to disappoint.  It was learned that Commissioner Murphy never attended a mandatory ethics training session and instead used tactics that made it appear that he did.  You can read the full story here:  https://sjcitizen.com/board-blowup-clay-murphys-chairmanship-bid-fails-amid-st-johns-county-leadership-clash/
Last Meeting:
On Monday November 17th we had Denver Cook, the Chairman of the Republican Executive Committee, give us an overview of how the county prepares its budget.  Many were shocked to see where the increases are going and how little we are getting for those increases.  Denver would like to see public hearings on the budget process.  There needs to be more light shed on where are tax dollars are being spent.
Our club plans to collaborate with Denver to prepare some short videos that explain the process of the budget.  We will then post these on our website and social media sites and in our newsletters.
We also had the pleasure of hearing from Jaden Duffey who is the founding president of the Creekside High School Turning Point USA Chapter.  Jaden was very inspirational when telling his story of how he became involved in politics.  His grandmother is an immigrant from Cuba and he witnessed how hard she worked to better herself and her family.  Jaden had the liberty of meeting Charlie Kirk three times.  He said his biggest takeaway was when Charlie told him how important it is to have a like minded significant other.  He said if your spouse isn’t on board with going to church – maybe that is something to explore further, as an example. Jaden will be helping with local politics in the upcoming mid-terms.  If you know of a young person between the ages of 18-40 who would like to become more involved, have them reach out to Jaden at jadenduffey0202@gmail.com  Additionally, Jaden is looking for local business owners who could lend their space for meetings.
Next Meeting:
We will not have a meeting in December because of the holidays.  We wish you and your loved ones all the best during the Christmas/Hannukah season.  Our next meeting will be on Monday, January 19, 2026 and our guest speaker will be Sheriff Hardwick. 
Upcoming Events:
1. St. Johns County Conservatives Meeting: 
Monday, January 19th.  Sheriff Hardwick will be our guest. 
2. The Republican Executive Committee (REC):  Wednesday, November 5, 2025 from 6:30 – 8:30.  Hampton Inn St. Augustine, 1302 N Ponce de Leon Drive, St. Augustine, FL 32084
3. District 4 Meeting:  Third Thursday of the month at 6:15 p.m.  Location:  Palm Valley Community Center. 148 Canal Blvd. Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
4. Board of County Commissioners Meetings:  The St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners meets the first and third Tuesday of each month beginning at 9:00 am in the County Auditorium, located at 500 San Sebastian View in St. Augustine.
5. St. Johns County School Board Meetings: https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/meeting-notices/ 
6. St Johns County Republican Executive Committee: First Wednesday of the month.  www.Stjohns.gop    

Check out our updated website:  www.stjohnscountyconservatives.org
(Still a work in process)
Follow and participate in discussions on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnscountyconservatives.com

The Next St. Johns County Conservatives Meeting:

January 19, 2026
351 Town Plaza Avenue
Suite 205
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081 



