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********How Elected Leaders Vote********
This week we witnessed a crucial vote in our federal government.  President Trump has been quite successful in bringing the party together, except for one dissenter; Congressman Thomas Massie from Kentucky.  It amazes me that the Democrats can coalesce and yet the Republicans rarely do.  I understand someone wanting to stand on their principles, but I also understand sticking together for the long-term good of the party.  Here is a link to Thomas Massie’s voting record:  https://massie.house.gov/voterecord/?Page=0   Next, we will see how the Senate votes.  
We have a similar situation in our county.  The next Board of County Commissioners meeting is on Tuesday, March 18th.  The commissioners will be voting on two important issues:  the next county attorney and the future of our trees.  We know how Whitehurst and Arnold will vote. We are quite sure how Joseph and Taylor will vote.  Let’s see how our newly elected district 3 commissioner, Clay Murphy, will vote.

Nationally:
President Trump has been busy since day one and keeping his promise of putting America First. 
·  The Media is Creating Hysteria Regarding Tariffs:  President Trump has threatened to increase tariffs on Canada and Mexico if they cannot agree on a trade deal.  The media is in a frenzy thinking each country will continue to increase their tariffs on each other and thus creating a trade war.  The United States is in a better position than Canada, Mexico and China to withstand a trade war.  We export much less to these countries than they export to us.  This would result in them having to pay much more in tariffs than we do.  
· Inflation Rate is 2.8%: This is less than was expected, and good news for America!
· Border Crossings:  Border crossings continue to be at record low levels and the Trump administration is developing creative ways to deport those who are here illegally.  There is a new app that illegals can use to self-deport and become eligible to follow the law and come to the United States legally.
· Working Towards Peace Between Russia and Ukraine: After Zelensky was asked to leave the White House on February 28th, the US and Ukraine are working together again towards peace in the region.  The next move is to work out a deal with Russia. This is much more effort to create peace between the two nations than has occurred in the past three years after Russia invaded Ukraine.
· Fentanyl:  The deadliest phase of the street fentanyl crisis appears to have ended, as drug deaths continue to drop at an unprecedented pace. For the first time, all 50 states and the District of Columbia have now seen at least some recovery.
· DOGE Subcommittee:  War on Waste: Stamping out the scourge of improper payments and fraud. 
· The DOGE Subcommittee will actively work with President Trump’s Department of Government Efficiency to root out waste, shore up vulnerable payment systems, and fully investigate schemes to defraud taxpayers. 
· Fraud and abuse of federal taxpayer dollars can be curbed dramatically by closing eligibility loopholes, improving identity verification, and refining payment tracking mechanisms at both the federal and state level.
· The Biden-Harris Administration exacerbated an already massive improper payment problem by expanding faulty welfare programs without proper oversight mechanisms in place and by failing to hold America’s bureaucracy accountable.

You would almost think the democrat party doesn’t want the government to save money…  Currently, the department is investigating the Social Security Agency.  The democrats would like you to think that the Trump administration is going to try to take away your social security.  Truth be told, there is plenty of fraud within the SSA.  I know first hand and reported it to DOGE myself.  Here is my example to DOGE:  Plenty of illegal immigrants use the social security numbers of deceased US citizens.  They do this so they can take advantage of tax credits. This is fraud withing the SSA and the IRS.

If you know of ANY waste, fraud or abuse, contact DOGE.GOV.  Let’s help our federal government weed out the waste.

· NATO:  The Secretary General of NATO, Mark Rutte said, "If we look at Trump 47, what happened in the last couple of weeks is really staggering. The Europeans countries are spending a package of $800 billion on defense spending." Thanks to President Trump during his first term in office, most of the NATO countries are now paying at least 2% of their GDP to NATO.  The Secretary General would like to see that number increase to 5%.  
· Drug Cartels:  Mexico has handed over 29 drug cartel figures to the United States, including one of the FBI's most wanted, Rafael Caro Quintero, in what observers say is a “show of compliance” by Mexican authorities.
What do democrats really stand for?  Remember when they used to support women? Every single democrat in the Senate voted against a bill that would have prevented men from participating in women’s sports.  This should be a wake-up call to all women who support the democrat party.  This action by the democrats is the exact opposite of women’s rights.
Democrats used to think Climate Change was an existential threat to the United States.  They used to love electric cars and there were even electric car mandates. Under the Biden rule, 67% of new light-duty vehicles and 46% of medium-duty vehicles would be required to be electric by 2032. Now they are burning up electric vehicles and they despise the US citizen who has contributed most to the reduction of gas emissions and climate change – Elon Musk.  I guess the democrats are really in favor of government waste, fraud and abuse.

 Florida:
· SB1414: Securing our Elections Securing our Constitutions:  On the surface the bill makes sense, but when you dig deeper you find some potential trickery.
· The bill affects how Florida tabulates elections.  Paper ballots will be converted into digital ballot images using tabulators and newly mandated systems statewide. But we can trust tabulators, right??
· The bill removes language for “post-election audits.” Currently, Supervisors of Elections have the authority to verify results based on their expertise and awareness of irregularities.  SB1414 reduces SOEs to figure heads, stripping them of meaningful responsibility.  They’ll be left reliant on machines functioning correctly, which in turn depends on vendors. 
· Bills Worth Supporting:
· HB1203 & SB396:  Only Grandma and overseas Military get Mail Ballots!
· HB831 & SB1330:  Show the documents Proof of Citizenship!
· House Draft 94143:  Single Day Voting, Legal Holiday, Hand Counting, Qualified Vote by Mail
· Contact our legislators to voice your opinion:
· Kim Kendall:  https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/contactmember.aspx?MemberId=4905 
· Tom Leek:  https://www.flsenate.gov/senators/s7 

Locally: 
· Board of County Commissioner Meeting Tuesday, March 18th:    This is one of the most important BOCC meetings in quite some time.  The board will be addressing two critical issues.  Please attend 500 San Sebatian View, St Augustine at 9:00 am.
· The appointment of the County Attorney:  Three attorneys are in the running to be the next St. Johns County Attorney; Bradley Bulthuis, Richard Komando and Michael Rodriguez.  Currently Richard Komando is the acting County Attorney and he has shown some of his true colors.  He recently said that residents MAY NOT CRITICIZE a commissioner by name during public comments.  When asked for an opinion on the recent Moms For Liberty case in which a judge ruled that resident MAY criticize individual board members, Komando gave no reply.  He will continue to censor residents, limiting our right to criticize the actions of our elected officials if selected to be our full-time attorney.    Also, keep in mind he was nominated by his “good friend” Roy Alaimo - and we all know where his allegiance lies.  Write to all five commissioners and ask them not to vote for Richard Komando.
· Bcc1cwhitehurst@sjcfll.us
· Bcc2sarnold@sjcfl.us
· Bcc3cmurphy@sjcfl.us
· Bcc4kjoseph@sjcfl.us
· Bcc5ataylor@sjcfl.us
Be sure to attend the next BOCC meeting on 3/18 to hear what the attorneys have to say and why they want to be the St Johns County Attorney.
· Reasonable Tree Protections:  The developers are at it again.  They are trying to portray saving St. Johns County trees as a tax.  This is simply not true.  Additionally, homeowners will not be forced to add trees to their property.  The real issue is the developers clear-cutting our county’s tree canopy – sometimes removing as much as 95% of our trees for planned unit developments. 
 
Next Meeting:
Our next meeting will be on April 28th.  Note this is the FOURTH Monday of the month.  We typically meet on the third Monday, but Easter falls on the third Sunday of April, so we have moved the meeting until the 28th.  Our guest will be radio host, Mark Kaye.  You may have listened to his show before, but this will be an opportunity to meet him up close and personal. Come to the meeting to see if he plans to run for office and if he does, which office will he run for?
Upcoming Events:
1. St. Johns County Conservatives Meeting:  Monday, April 28th at 351 Town Plaza Avenue, Suite 205, Nocatee, FL 32081.  5:30 – 7:00 pm
2. District 4 Meeting:  Third Thursday of the month at 6:15 p.m.  Location:  Palm Valley Community Center. 148 Canal Blvd. Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
3. Board of County Commissioners Meetings:  First and third Tuesdays each month at 9:00 am in the County Auditorium, 500 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine, FL. Please attend the next meeting on March 18th at 9:00 am. 
4. St. Johns County School Board Meetings: https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/meeting-notices/ 
5. St Johns County Republican Executive Committee: First Thursday of the month.  www.Stjohns.gop    

Check out our updated website:  www.stjohnscountcounyservatives.org
(Still a work in process)
Follow and participate in discussions on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnscountyconservatives

The Next St. Johns County Conservatives Meeting:

April 28th
351 Town Plaza Avenue
Suite 205
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081 



