

 
ST. JOHNS COUNTY Conservatives
05/03/2025

********Monthly Meeting Recap********
We would like to thank everyone who attended the April 28th meeting.  We had the greatest attendance at this meeting so far with a total of 83 guests. Many of those in attendance were first time guests and we welcome you.  We would like to say a special thank you to our speakers, Mark Kaye, potential candidate for US Representative District 5 and Clay Murphy, County Commissioner District 3.

Clay Murphy, County Commissioner District 3:
Our district, 408, overwhelmingly supported Clay Murphy in the primary election, which is where this position is determined. In district 408 the votes were 719 for Roy Alaimo and 1,089 for Clay Murphy.  It wasn’t even close.  We supported Clay because we believed what he said he stood for which was “slow the growth and preserve the high quality of the life that makes St. Johns County the best place to live.” (taken directly from his campaign website) Lately, however, many have wondered if Commissioner Murphy is making decisions with this philosophy in mind.  Prior to the monthly meeting, an email was sent with four issues directly related to decisions made by Commissioner Murphy.  We will address each issue below.
1. Why did Commissioner Murphy choose Richard Komando for the County Attorney even though many requested that he not do that?  Commissioner Murphy stated that many constituents thanked him for voting for Attorney Komando. Commissioner Murphy was on the panel that reviewed all the candidates for the position and Richard Komando was the most qualified.  Richard Komando is going to save the county $100,000/year in fees that would have otherwise been given to one of the other candidates, since Komando will be working as part of his law firm, not an individual who would receive benefits.  Attorney Komando has promised to work for St. Johns County for 40 hrs./week.
2. Why did Commissioner Murphy chose Henry Green for the Planning and Zoning Agency?  Commissioner Murphy stated that Mr. Green was a friend – he knows him well.  Commissioner Murphy was then asked if he checked the voting record of Henry Green and Commissioner Murphy stated that he had not.  This, understandably, was upsetting to many of those in attendance.  
3. Joy Andrews as choice for County Administrator.  During the meeting it was learned that Joy Andrews prepared her own contract.  In order to have Administrator Andrews receive a vote of no confidence four out of the five commissioners would have had to vote in agreement.  Commissioner Murphy did not believe 4 of the five would agree to have a vote of no confidence and therefore voted against the vote of no-confidence along with Commissioner Whitehurst and Arnold, resulting in a 3:2 vote against no-confidence.  Commissioner Murphy was asked if the ordinance of the 4/5 vote could be changed back to a 3/5 vote he said “yes” but the board would need a 4/5 vote to change it back.  There would need to be one more commissioner who would vote in favor of this in order for it to pass.
4. Why did Commissioner Murphy vote against charging commercial developers to help pay for the roads?  Commissioner Murphy said he would be in favor of this if there was an exemption for small businesses.  
My question is, why is there no money for roads?  We have a huge influx of people who presumably pay taxes.  Where is the money going?  If you are curious, please attend the budget meetings which will take place between 5/8 – 5/13.  More details here:  https://www.sjcfl.us/sjc-hosts-public-budget-workshops-may-8-to-may-13/
Another problem that has become apparent is rezoning land use by our Planning and Zoning Agency.  At the next BOCC meeting on Tuesday, May 6th, there will be a public hearing on a 65 acre plot of commercial Highway & Tourist to be rezoned as Planned Unit Development.  So far Planning and Zoning Agency has a 3:3 vote for approving the change. (Henry Green voted to approve) The agenda for this meeting is here:  https://stjohnsclerk.com/minrec/agendas/2025/050625cd/050625arbcc.pdf 
We like Commissioner Murphy and appreciate that he took the time to come in and answer our questions.  I think we all want what is best for St. Johns County, it’s just a matter of how to make that happen.

Mark Kaye:
Mark Kaye was both entertaining and enlightening.  He walked us through his background in conservative radio for 15+ years. He had a very good rapport with Herman Cain, you may remember his 9-9-9 tax plan. Mark was chosen to take over Rush Limbaugh’s time slot after Rush’s passing which was a bittersweet honor.  Mark is now a podcaster and political influencer.  He is very interested in politics and is contemplating running for US Representative District 5.  His Facebook page says refers to being a future US Rep D5.  I like the confidence.  Mark believes the founding father’s set a clear guideline for congress to follow in the constitution.  He is also a believer in individual freedom.  Mark remarked that if he is elected, he would test the proposed laws to see if they follow the constitution and do not infringe on our personal liberties.
I am sure we will be hearing more from Mark in the near future and we are very grateful he came to speak to our club.
Next Meeting:
Our next meeting will be on June 16th and our guest will be State Representative Kim Kendall.  We will NOT be having a meeting in May.
Upcoming Events:
1. St. Johns County Conservatives Meeting:  Monday, June 16th at 351 Town Plaza Avenue, Suite 205, Nocatee, FL 32081.  5:30 – 7:00 pm
2. District 4 Meeting:  Third Thursday of the month at 6:15 p.m.  Location:  Palm Valley Community Center. 148 Canal Blvd. Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
3. Board of County Commissioners Meetings:  First and third Tuesdays each month at 9:00 am in the County Auditorium, 500 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine, FL. Please attend the next meeting on March 18th at 9:00 am. 
4. St. Johns County School Board Meetings: https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/meeting-notices/ 
5. St Johns County Republican Executive Committee: First Thursday of the month.  www.Stjohns.gop    

Check out our updated website:  www.stjohnscountcounyservatives.org
(Still a work in process)
Follow and participate in discussions on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnscountyconservatives

The Next St. Johns County Conservatives Meeting:

June 16th
351 Town Plaza Avenue
Suite 205
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081 



