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********Change to Masterplan********
It was just learned that there is a proposed change to the Masterplan of St. Johns County to grab 600 acres of Guana Preserve.  It is astounding that the voices of the people are not being heard by their elected lawmakers.  We are unable to have our request met to slow the growth until there is supporting infrastructure. Now we have a NEW battle.  The Florida Department of Environmental Protection is proposing to take 600 acres of state land for development use.  More details below.

State Proposes Conservation Land Trade to Developer in Northeast Florida:
Is nothing safe from development anymore?  It was learned that the state of Florida has posted a meeting agenda scheduled for May 21st in Tallahassee with a proposal to trade a portion of vulnerable and valuable Guana River Wildlife Management Area in St. Johns County to a private entity – most likely for development.  You can help by 
1. Emailing here:  https://act.audubon.org/a/arclandswap to show you disapproval
2. Send this link to friends and family to make them aware of the situation:  www.SaveGuanaNow.org 
3. Join the meeting via webinar:  https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5567486426165651547 
4. Go to Tallahassee to attend the meeting:
Department of Environmental Protection
Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building, Conference Room 137
3900 Commonwealth Blvd
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
5. Check www.SaveGuanaNow.org  for details on a PROTEST in St. Johns County

St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners:
The BOCC has changed the time of their next meeting.  It will be at 5:00 pm to allow working individuals time to attend the meeting.  The potential land grab mentioned above will most likely be on the agenda for this meeting which will be on May 20th in the county auditorium located at 500 Sabastian View, St. Augustine, FL.
Development in St. Johns County:
Were you aware that right after our last monthly meeting where we expressed our concerns for the lack of infrastructure to support the development, a NEW development with 297 town homes was approved by our BOCC in a 3:5 vote against the wishes of local residents. The excuse was that if they did not approve this development, it could have been worse because of the Live Local Act.  A developer could have come in and requested the parcel be used for a development of even greater density.  Does this mean that every potential piece of land in St. Johns County is going to be approved for development for fear of the Live Local Act?  What about infrastructure??  When will the BOCC consider the overcrowded roads, schools, health care services…?  There seems to be enough gas stations and Publix supermarkets, though.
Did you know there are approximately 49,000 homes that have been approved but are not built yet?  How will these new homes affect our roads and schools?  Has there been any planning for those homes?  This is a link with an interactive map that will show you all the approved developments as well as those waiting for approval, Development Tracker:  https://sjcfl.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d80c732d64d14913b39df833f1d834a3 
Water Lily:
Other arguments that are used for approving all the development was property rights and capitalism.  But where is the responsibility for making sure the infrastructure is appropriate for the number of additional homes? We recently had another fatal accident at the intersection of Pine Island Road and US1.  This accident is a direct result of the poor, or rather lack of, planning by our BOCC.  One of the new proposed developments is Water Lily.  It is located near the intersection of County Road 214 and County Road 13N.  The proposal is for 1,110 acres to be rezoned from Open Rural, Residential, Single Family & Planned Rural Development to Planned Unit Development to allow a maximum of 3,000 single family homes & 280,000 square feet of Cultural/Institutional Neighborhood Public Service and other commercial uses. Will the BOCC consider the impact this proposed development will have on the surrounding area?
DOGE in St. Johns County:
Several counties in Florida are following the example of the federal government and instituting their own crack down on waste, fraud and abuse.  Has St. Johns County taken part?  NO.  In fact, they recently spent $73,000 to have an outside firm write a new tree ordinance.  Am I mistaken or did we just appoint a new county attorney?  This looks like waste to me and I think we could use some DOGE in St. Johns County.

Next Meeting:
Our next meeting will be on June 16th and our guest will be State Representative Kim Kendall and District 4 County Commissioner, Krista Joseph. We will NOT be having a meeting in May.
Upcoming Events:
1. St. Johns County Conservatives Meeting:  Monday, June 16th at 351 Town Plaza Avenue, Suite 205, Nocatee, FL 32081.  5:30 – 7:00 pm
2. District 4 Meeting:  Third Thursday of the month at 6:15 p.m.  Location:  Palm Valley Community Center. 148 Canal Blvd. Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
3. Board of County Commissioners Meetings:  May 20th at 5:00 pm in the County Auditorium, 500 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine, FL.  
4. St. Johns County School Board Meetings: https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/meeting-notices/ 
5. St Johns County Republican Executive Committee: First Thursday of the month.  www.Stjohns.gop    

Check out our updated website:  www.stjohnscountyconservatives.org
(Still a work in process)
Follow and participate in discussions on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnscountyconservatives

The Next St. Johns County Conservatives Meeting:

June 16th
351 Town Plaza Avenue
Suite 205
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081 



